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Spitzer Hall of Human Origins:

 

I really appreciated the simple diagram of the logic around the layout and design 
of the Spitzer Hall of Human Origins exhibition space. It made a lot of sense to me, 
although I missed it on the way in and examined it later, on the way out, and caught the 
explanation.



For some people, these kinds of timelines with images are very helpful. I think it is easy 
to pass by these, though, without taking the time necessary to actually understand the 
progression of things, since it is not a physical artifact/object.
 



This was an awesome way to have entered the exhibition -- it’s simple and says it all. No 
big giant wall essay needed. This exhibition is about human evolution. There, I think I got 
it.



This is also an interesting part of the exhibit that really makes a nice juxtaposition with 
the photo above it of the three skeletons, in that it show the evolution, if you will, of the 
making of model, stage by stage. I think it is effective because it is really pounding the 
point across that this exhibition is about human evolution and it also takes advantage of 
the fact that the viewer will start to become trained/accustomed to looking at the exhibit’s 
stations and expect something of this sort, not in a bad way, but in a way that they will 
be able to interpret it in a deeper way.
 



I found this station of the exhibit very interestingly laid-out. I definitely thought something 
was missing, but that was the intention of the start lightbox+skeleton part of it. Less is 
more, in the beginning, here.
 
 



I didn’t really know how to “feel” about the exhibition as a whole. I think it was difficult 
to make a judgement like that on something so clear-cut and not-obscured. I guess the 
lighting was effective and the staging of the skeletons and models worked well. 



As a lover of history and photography, I love seeing old posed photographs/
daguerrotypes. I thought it was really great that the Chinese geologists were also 
included in the exhibit photo because it is in start contrast to that famous US photo of 
the railroad workers who laid down the track across the states--that included everyone 
but the Chinese workers who did most of the work! This was a fantastic look into what 
timeframe we are considering when learning about the discovery of these important 
fossils and studying how human evolution came about. 
 
 



I thought this was very apropos for the class.
 



This was one of my favorite parts of the exhibit, because it announced the scale of what 
we were seeing, what we are imagining when we see the small skeletal frames of the 
famous discoveries of skeletons, eg Lucy...

 
 
 



This collection of skulls of different species also put things into perspective, because 
they were so big, but so similar to human skulls. I liked the modern-day photographs 
they used to demonstrate evolutionary traits, e.g.the Namibian woman with lanky, 
slender arms, legs that helped her cool off in the hot sun.
 



This interactive music pitch sound-machine was really fun to play with at the end of 
the exhibit. It was a great way to end the exhibit--to let children and adults play with 
technology that relates fully to the tools that were exhibited.
I think that the design of the exhibit really did enhance the purpose of the exhibit, since, 
thinking about it, now, the layout was sort of like a cave, and the lighting really spoke as 
a tool to help “enlighten” the viewer, perhaps.
 
 
Arthur Ross Hall of 
Meteorites



I think this exhibition’s highlight is the big meteor in the middle of the room. One can 
touch it and feel it, and get close to it, to grasp its huge size.



 
Again, I appreciated the photographs of geologists and workers making discoveries.
 



I loved seeing shards of the moon encased in this way. But at the same time, I wondered 
if the shards were put in and if we can ever get them out again!

The meteor is the centerpiece of the whole exhibit, in my opinion. 



The history of this meteor move was really interesting. I think these kinds of reference 
areas were very necessary, because looking only at the meteors themselves would be 
very boring. 

 
 



I loved seeing bits of Mars! I liked how they were again suspended in the display. 
Learning about how they were identified was very interesting but I think one would have 
had to have already been quite interested in planets to have stuck around reading about 
it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


